Implementing nurse prescribing within the haemodialysis unit.
Patients within satellite haemodialysis units do not always have access to a medical practitioner. This may cause problems when prescriptions are required. Amendments to UK law to allow the introduction of supplementary prescribing came into force in 2003 allowing nurses with the appropriate experience, training and qualification to prescribe for their patients. Within a 14-station satellite unit a prescribing partnership has been successfully established. Clinical Management Plans have been implemented for haemodialysis patients. These include areas such as dialysis adequacy, access management, anti-coagulation, anaemia management, MRSA treatment and prophylaxis, antihypertensive therapy, calcium and phosphate control and exit site or line infection. 100% of patients within the unit have consented to the nurse prescribing for them under the Clinical Management Plan. Supplementary prescribing enhances nursing practice by empowering those who are best placed to make decisions regarding care and treatment for their patients. Patients appear confident in the ability of the nurse within the haemodialysis unit to prescribe competently. Nurse prescribing is of benefit to patient care, meeting the demands of an expanding patient population. It is recognition of the skill and experience required of haemodialysis nurses.